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A Photo Report of Bike Riding in Kagama
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he refreshing blue sky fits the atmosphere of
Kasama — a city of valuable heritage and the
home to a vibrant local citizenry.

With each cycle of the calendar, the four seasons
display a different view of the natural landscape.
From a playground for sports, to a field ripe
for harvest, one can see and experience the
existing harmony between nature and the many
generations of people who built, preserved, and
continue to build the city of Kasama.

From its most notable shrine to its modern-day
transportation system, visitors will find this city
enchanting and exciting. It is home to Kasama
Inari Shrine, which is one of Japan's major Inari
shrines. Kasama also has 250 years history of
pottery industry, called Kasama yaki in Japanese.
Blessed with convenient means of transportation,
the city provide easy access to a variety of
traditional sites, as well as more modern
entertainment venues,

Yet there is so much more to explore in this city
of Kasama. As if feeling its heartbeat, I ventured
a leisurely bicycle trip, seeking a network of
other points of interest.

Starting at the north exit of Tomobe Station
and running west along the JR Mito Line
for about two kilometers, I stopped at Michi-
no-Eki Kasama for my first visit of this bike
ride. The facility of Michi-no-Eki Kasama is
full of tasty original menus and foods, such as
sweet, chestnuts, as well as fresh and processed
agricultural products.

was founded in 651, and the enshrined deity is
"Ukanomitama no Kami," the guardian deity of
the industry. Every autumn, the chrysanthemum
festival is held here, drawing around 3.5 million
visitors each year, including New Year's visitors.

Next, I headed to the Ishikiri granite Quarry, a
popular spot on social media these days. It is
one of the largest quarries in Japan and the hard,
beautiful, high-quality Inada granite is mined
in this area. The Kasama stones are used as a
building material for many historical buildings
in Japan, such as the National Diet Building,
the Supreme Court, Nihonbashi, and JR Tokyo
Station.

I cycled through Kasama Kleingarten, a
residential community garden, to the foot of Mt.
Atago, which is filled with the blessings of nature
in Kasama. Having encountered mild ascents
and descents during most of my trip, cycling to
the Iwama area caused a bit of hard breathing
and some heart thumping—it reminded me that
Kasama is a basin and one of the towns with the
most golf courses in the prefecture.

et there is the beauty of the agricultural

fields in the basin. Chestnut fields are
scattered here and there in Iwama, producing the
raw materials for the famous Kasama chestnut
cakes that can be tasted all over the city. The
rice in Kasama is also delicious because of the
region's abundant water and ideal soil. The
countryside that spreads out at the foot of Mt.
Atago is beautiful, as if it symbolizes the rich
nature in this city.
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stage, and a large complex playground (with the best in the city. In 2020, an outdoor glamping %%g%é # CHHIC— - FEM T E - LR %'R };& 7= i:'_\ éﬁ ® E ZEE E B i * B o o :5
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After crossing the Crafthills Kasama I dropped
at Sashiro Sanroku Park where the trailhead
to Sashiro mountain is located. At the top of
the mountain, Sashino Shrine is built on the
site where Kasama Castle's tower once stood.
Kasama Nichido Museum of Art is located down
the hill of Sashiro Sanroku Park. On display
are Impressionist works such as Monet, Degas,
and Renoir, as well as many works by modern
European masters.

shrine in the world dedicated to Aikido, created
by Morihei Ueshiba.

The last stop on my trip was Tsukuba Navy
Air Corps Memorial Hall, known as one of the
largest scales of war heritages in Japan. It is
an especially important legacy that should be
inherited to future generations to never forget the
tragedy of the Kamikaze suicide attack during the
World War II.
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he street in front of Kasama History
Exchange Center Izutsuya is the main avenue
leading to Kasama Inari Shrine. The long-
established stores give many visitors enjoyable
time within a historical atmosphere. According
to the Shrine's record, Kasama Inari Shrine

he scenery of Kasama changes with the times

and seasons, but its flavor is unchanging and
unique. To all, I wish to send the passion and
vitality of the powerful heartbeat echoing in this
city.




