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The current city of Kasama was born from a union of the former Kasama City and its
two neighboring towns, Tomobe and Iwama on March 19, 2006.

Following this merger on equal terms, we have sought to use the unique
characteristics of each local area to fully realize the advantages brought forth from
merging the three locations. This was part of an overall effort by the city to achieve
balanced growth while generating a sense of civic identity among residents.

As we enter the third year under the auspices of the new city, we plan on
implementing financial and administrative reforms, introduce and expand a
designated administrator system, and create policies aimed at achieving more
efficient and effective government services.

The city’ s comprehensive plan—part of the city’ s upper level plan—is based on
three basic principles of “senerating dynamism,” “senerating fair life,” and “fostering
interaction,” in creating a future vision of Kasama that is comfortable to live in and
great to visit as a city of cultural exchange. In looking to implement these plans, the
city administration believes it important to work together with residents to develop
the city further.

This introduction to Kasama is intended to introduce our city’ s deep-rooted history
and culture, and offer a future vision for its ongoing development. We hope that this
can inspire all of our readers and we ask that you join us as we work to create a
better Kasama.

Sinjyu Yamaguchi,Mayor of the city of Kasama
April 2008
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The new city’ s symbol expresses the strong sense of solidarity between all
’ three regions of the city and displays the initial “K” of Kasama.The colors are
indicative of the city’ s active population, surrounded by nature and water,
and also reflect its convenient location accessible by road and rail, and is
indicative of a city that is suitable for modern-day living as well as being a
leading tourist destination.
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City floral emblem :
Chrysanthemum
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City arborael emblem :
Cherry tree
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City bird emblem :
Japanese Bush warbler
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The city of Kasama is located in central Ibaraki Prefecture,
approximately 100 kilometers northeast of Tokyo and next
door to the prefectural capital, Mito City. The city covers an
area of 240.25 square kilometers, stretching 20 kilometers
from east to west and 25 kilometers from north to south. The
northwest corner of the city adjoins Tochigi Prefecture, with
Sakuragawa City to the city s west, Ibaraki Town to the east,
and the southern part of the city neighboring the cities of
Ishioka and Omitama. Kasama City has a typical Pacific coast
climate, experiencing hot and humid summers, contrasted by

dry winters with clear skies the norm.
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Yabusame at Kasama Inari Shrine date
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Japan’s oldest chrysanthemum festival - the source of great regional
pride : Chrysanthemum Festival and Yabusame
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Y initially centered on
the shrine itself, this fe

event marking autumn in Iba
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the local government worked together with local residents in
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The festival’s peak, on November
the Shinto ritual of yabusame (
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A special place for forging physical and mental strength required of

budo : Aikido

The unique nature of the martial art of aikido involves no
competitive bouts due to the essence of aikido requiring
practitioners to avoid displaying one’s superiority over
others. Aikido requires its practitioners to respect each other,
and in today’s age of placing great respect on human life,
aikido can be seen as a suitable martial art for the modern
age.

The founder of aikido, Morihei Ueshiba, constructed the
Aiki Shrine in Kasama in 1944, while resident in the city to
undertake the serious training required for this activity. Ever
since, Kasama has come to be regarded as the spiritual home
of aikido. With a lush surrounding of trees and greenery, the
shrine is connected to the Aikikai foundation Ibaraki-shibu

Dojo, which provides aikido lessons to students, regardless
of age, sex, or background.

Since its inception in Japan, the practice of aikido has
spread to approximately 90 countries, with over 1.5 million
active practitioners taking advantage of the mental and
spiritual training it provides. The Aikikai foundation Ibaraki-
shibu Dojo in Kasama plays host to visitors from a number
of different countries who come to study aikido while
resident in the dojo, where they learn about the techniques
and spiritual aspects of this martial art. Many practitioners
who come to aikido’s spiritual home return to their own
countries to promote the martial arts as instructors in their
own right.

(81) BER[REFWEESB T KA
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The practise area of the Aikikai foundation
Ibaraki-shibu dojo plays host to people
from all over the country giving public
displays of their training.
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Regardless of sex and age, a variety of people study and practice together while maintaining the spirit of aikido.
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Unstinting practise is the first step
towards progress in aikido and is an
important element when practising
aikido.
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Moriteru Ueshiba, the current head of aikido, or Doshu, is a
third generation Ueshiba and grandson of the founder of aikido,
Morihei Ueshiba.
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A warm welcome that typifies the hospitality of a traditional temple
town : Kasama Geisha

As home to one of Japan’s big three Inari shrines, Kasama
has developed into a typical temple town over the centuries
as it spread out from the Kasama Inari Shrine. It continues
in this role today in welcoming both worshippers to
the shrine and tourists who take advantage of the city’s
renowned dining and entertainment options exemplified by
its geisha as the city continues its traditions of highlighting

e al its cultural and entertainment options.

: l 2 ] n The first okiya, or geisha house, in Kasama were constructed

in the latter stages of the Meiji era (1868 to 1912). This

brought the sounds of the three-stringed shamisen flowing
& - RIS B AL

the

through the city’s streets lined with inns and restaurants,
with visitors hearing the delicate sound of geta sandals
clacking through the street as kimono-clad geisha strolled

14

up and down the entertainment district late at night.
Present-day Kasama is home to fewer active geisha, although
the city retains 11 okiya, with a total of 20 active geisha,
ranging from veteran performers to younger trainees. The
continuing strength and ability of these geisha comes from
the third-generation proprietress of the oldest okiya in
Ibaraki Prefecture with a 90-year history, who continues
to watch over the city’s geisha to this day. Veteran deisha
provide regular training sessions to the city’s younger
geisha in their 20s and 30s, providing the passion for the
job required by all geisha. This system ensures that proper
training is being provided to the traditional core of Kasama’
s hospitality, who provide the dancing, singing, and music
that accompany banquets and festivities.
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In what can be seen as training of geisha,
guests can feel a sense of tension in the
room when geisha perform with a true
feeling of spirit in each performance.
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The more experienced geisha periodically instruct the city's
younger geisha in dance, song and shamisen lessons.
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Geisha refers to artists capable of performing solo. Apprentices
are referred to as hangyoku (half egg) and oshaku (fledgling
geisha).

B (T B G5 D I T2 28 L O
BrEIRE, SRoKEEDY EFs4Eo0
T3, FAEOHHNT A O TBER L 5 12885
L. 02 Tl D THMEZ T L E L7,
DN OHT, FZHTHL EHOHFIF
Dl o TEF L. S THERIZ M,
EHERORT 7V EHETFREGD T 2040818
TIHELCWE T, ZALREELBICZE ST
DRV DL, B L) BRI &V
iE R O = H LRSS O ZE UL % HASF -
TWTLNEILETY, XTI VDI AT
LOSREICH 72 B H2hofER Iz, 201X,
B0RDFF T/ b ABMT B> TE £, FRl
i, WY CEL A VR 2 2 A5
DEH T Lo HE T 134
FEICE->TWET,

H
B s B

ZEEICERDEBRVRBEERFEOSTED =RICIH RBELTOEERS D OEM, = n

Z< FREREDDENRDEND

Guests can hear the unmistakeable Geisha are required to have a grounding

sound of the shamisen—an essential in music, the tea ceremony and other

component of banquets—from their inn essential knowledge.

or restaurant.
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The Region’s Evolving Ceramic Art : Kasama-yaki

During the Golden Week pumd in Ilt(_ ,\pnl and early

Himatsuri Festival, which draws in substantial numhus of
b to 220 potters and ceramic artists come together

vent square, with a number local ceramic

sh(rps setting up \tdll\ ()ffu 5 lmnd made ceramics and

interact with the usually unseen potters and artists behind

the products on display. In addition to sales of ceramics, the
festival is also host to a \\ldL range of stalls offering food and
refreshmen
of non-Japane
this event being an excellent (rmmrtunity to

ion of Kasama-yaki overseas, while maintainin

a flexible a n()dLh to this field that opens the d()m to

newcomers.

The natural features of Kasama-yaki respond to changes

in time & 5, and now reflect development in modern

areas, from its use in lighting and audi stems, to the
n of curios and universal design di
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All applicants wishing to participate on
the program are selected by audition.
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Participating lecturers are all world-renowned musicians who have been recognized for their work at international
contests.
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The surrounding hills and foliage

change with the seasons to offer visitors BAEEIC . EK@E%N;Z' REeRKT BT —T 1« ANCEDHFEIIRNERESNTNS
contrasting visual experiences of the The outdoor garden displays sculptures from some of Japan’s leading artists.

Kasama Nichido Museum of Art.

Lectures in Kasama by members
of Music Academy : Courchevel
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The famous works and masterpieces on display at the museum
reflect the personal life of the museum’s founder, Jin Hasegawa,
throughout this career as a gallery owner and the breadth of his
interaction in the art world.

A place to enjoy the beauty of art :
Kasama Nichido Museum of Art

The Nichido Museum of Art is sited in a contemporary designed
building nestled among gently sloping hills in Kasama. The central
part of the museum features an outdoor sculpture garden that lies
in harmony with its beautiful surroundings, where visitors can
relax in front of the assembled works and enjoy them as they take a
gentle stroll around the garden.

The Kasama Nichido Museum of Art is also known as the “Kasama
art hall of fame,” contains one of Japan’s oldest collections of
western art and was established in 1972 by the founder of Galerie
Nichido, Jin Hasegawa, who wished to contribute to the culture of
his hometown of Kasama.

Since the gallery’s opening it has come to be recognized by art
lovers and visitors alike as one of Japan’s leading permanent
collections of both domestic and foreign art, including pieces that
range from the European impressionists to Ecole de Paris. The
museum also holds a unique collection of actual palettes used by
famous artists in their work.

BRBRIBICLDEDOBEVEH
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The high quality of teaching provided
by such famous musicians is ma ainly
provided in the form of one-on-one

ZHATHESET 21cdh 7D, bl & LR International Music Academy
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The city of Courchevel is part of a concentrated resort area
situated on the Franco-Italian border. This city plays host
every summer to the “Courchevel International Summer
Music Academy,” which invites 60 participants from all
over the world to receive lessons from some of the finest
musicians and is regarded as one of Europe’s leading music
academies. Applications to the summer school are always
oversubscribed and usually include up to 600 applications
from professional musicians from all over the world.

When this renowned music school looked to develop an
overseas series of workshops in Japan, it selected Kasama
as the location for its classes. The first school was held in
the spring of 2005, with this year marking the fourth annual
Courchevel International Music Academy in Kasama. A
total of 72 young musicians, consisting of 36 pianists and
36 violinists, were selected from auditions and during their
approximately 10-day residence in Kasama they will undergo
training and participate in workshops of a world-class
standard.
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Many members spend weekends here
with their families.
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Weekend allotments where city dwellers enjoy interaction with
neighbors and nature : Kasama Kleingarten
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Traditional stonemasonry techniques
brought back to life through work on
modern monuments.
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The Inada Stone Exhibition came about through collaboration between the local stonemasons union and
some of Japan’s leading graphic designers.
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An unusual combination of stone and modern art produces artistic works
that are truly impressive.

Bringing designers and stonemasons
together to show off their skills :
Inada Stone Exhibition

Inada stone has been mined and processed from the Kasama region’
s granitite since the Edo period. Approximately 12,000 tons of the
stone is mined annually, which has given rise to Japan’s largest
production center of inada stone. Inada stone from Kasama has
been used in a number of notable buildings, including the Mitsui
Bank head office (constructed in 1902), the bridge girders for
Tokyo’s Nihonbashi bridge (constructed in 1907), the Meiji Jingu
Shrine, and the High Court of Japan. This beautiful and elegant stone
can be seen as a robust force behind the modernization of Japan.
With the aim of realizing the possibilities contained within this
inada stone for use in a contemporary setting and revitalizing local
production of inada stone led to a new project starting in Kasama
in 2005, the “Inada Stone Exhibition.” Graphic designers were
given the task of coming up with original designs for a monument
or object that reflected their own artistic leanings while taking
advantage of the unique beauty and strength of inada stone that has
been used in so many of Japan’s most famous buildings. Combined
with the skills and knowledge of local stonemasons, this led to the
formation of a groundbreaking new collaboration.
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This competition uses the
rules of the International
Arm Wrestling Federation
and applies them to Japan’s
own traditional form of arm
wrestling. This is then used
to develop arm wrestling
techniques that match the
physical strength of all age
groups and sexes.
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Bringing together the strongest
arms in Japan : All Japan
High School Arm Wrestling
Championships

Arm wrestling is an accessible sport that allows all
participants to challenge anybody else; is an established
sport with its own world championship; and allows non-
mobile participants to take part. Participants with physical
disabilities can even be allowed to take part in an integrated
competition in which they compete against other healthy
competitors. The city of Kasama, with the aim of promoting
this sport and activating the local economy, received
funding to develop a national sports center and now plays
host to Japan’s annual All Japan High School Arm Wrestling
Championships. The 6th competition was held in 2007
and Kasama has come to be recognized as the home of arm
wrestling in Japan, with young arm wrestlers from all over
the country looking forward to competition in the annual
championships.
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1.Aiming to ba nce preservation of a beautiful natural environment and landscape with
i n devi elupmen

level national
development of recreatior for visitors.
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A City of Cultural Exchange -
By and For Everyone

Kasama was formed from a merger in

March 2006 between the former city of

Kasama and the twin towns of Tomobe

and Iwama and the city has continued to

develop in its new status ever since. With

verdant nature, a long history and culture,

and a surrounding landscape that provides

plentiful resources for local industry, Kasama

aims to develop as a city that all residents can

take pride in. A comprehensive plan for the new

city was also formulated to ensure that Kasama
would continue to develop and grow.
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About the Comprehensive Plan

The city’s comprehensive plan was formulated to
determine what kind of city the new Kasama would
become. The plan considers a future vision for the city
and the steps required to ensure that this is realized.
This calls for dialogue between the city administration
and residents of Kasama in shaping policy for the city’s
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Urban development in Kasama is focused on
making use of the region’s inherent resources—
primarily in industry, but also in other areas—
in achieving substantial groth and development.
While emunng a balance is maintained with
the region’s unique characteristics and pla wcing
importance on a sense of integration, the plan aims
to develop a city that is treasured by both residents
and visitors.
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This ongoing development of Kasama aims to place
sufficient respect on every resident while looking
to achieve fair and balanced local self-government.
Based on a spirit of universal design, the city places
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" great importance on developing a town that allows
lents to lead a healthy lifestyle.
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The city is currently implementing urban
dev clopmcnt that aims to create room for
interaction between residents of Kasama and
people from nearby regions who are connected to
the city. The city hopes that this interaction will
contribute to the cultural development of Kasama
and lead to information regarding the city being
transmitted not only throughout Japan, but further
afield as part of ongoing efforts to advance the city.

development. The plan is composed of three components:
A basic scheme that outlines a vision of Kasama in
10-years time; a basic plan that displays the main targets
for implementation by each city department in five-years
time; and an implementation plan that displays specific
operation planning based on the city’s public finances.
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Basic policy for urban development

Born from a merger between the former Kasama City, order to develop as a city with a unique individuality

Tomobe Town, and Iwama Town, the new city of Kasama
provides an even better setting for the development of
culture, art, and local industry set against the expanded
region’s natural surroundings and climate. In addition to
these rich supplies of resources, the city is in the perfect
location to become a key local and national transport
hub that covers a broad area of Ibaraki Prefecture. In

and degree of independence, the city of Kasama
looks to operate based on a central theme of “urban
development in cooperation and coordination” between
the local government and the residents of the city. This
is at the core of planning for the creation of a future
vision of a rich and successful city.
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Establish the Tomobe junction to dramatically improve Kasama’s geophysical position as the regional hub of a widespread transport network.

Creating a beautiful and functional urban space that takes advantage of its
geophysical characteristics and status as a well-endowed transport hub

Development planning for Kasama takes account of
the differing attractions of city, farm, and forest that
ovide the unique environments of the Kasama
jon, Tomobe region, and Iwama regions of the city.
is together with the development of Kasama
tional and regional transport hub as part of
hal highway network infrastructure. As part
ure plans, the city intends to continue with
create a comfortable living environment
n infrastructure while developing Kasama

KASAMA'S
VISION

Ol

as a both a residential and industrial center, which
makes appropriate use of its land while maintaining a
balance with the natural environment. The city also
intends to take advantage of existing infrastructure
such as the Kita Kanto Expressway and the opening
of Ibaraki Airport (JASDF Hyakuri Airbase). This is
intended to lead to promotion of the region as a hub
for developing infrastructure and as a network for
access to highway interchanges and trunk routes for
connecting regions.

EE 505 (3 ERDEFRER E U TERBHTERNZEZATVD

Support the city’s activities through use of National Route 50 as Kasama’s main thoroughfare.
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Improve the regional economy through development Develop the Kasama symbol, the great shrine gates, A train station that can be used easily by any resident
of the nearby expressway and interchange providing as a landmark that will attract visitors. or visitor, the JR Tomobe Station is undergoing

access to the city.

improvements to create a wheelchair friendly facility.
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[E%] Development through a diversified transport system
Urban development based on dynamic industry
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In looking to become Japan’s leading producer of chestnuts, efforts are continuing to develop an integrated branding strategy involving the city, Japan Agricultural Cooperatives (JA), and producers.

Kasama, with its rich historical background,
ts, and traditional culture, and surrounded by
ant environment and farmland rich in natural
rces, is a popular destination for numerous
s. The city is continuing with efforts to
e a welcoming environment for all visitors,
providing for volunteer tourist guides who
t the needs of a diversified tourist sector.
is also engaged in tourist promotion in the

KASAMA'S
VISION

Promoting a vibrant local industry that provides a rich living environment

form of providing visitor participatory sessions in
local industry and cultural sites. By encouraging the
development of new leaders in the local ceramic
and stone working industries who have an interest
in fostering Kasama’s unique culture, the city aims
to use local materials as part of its efforts in urban
development. The city also intends to make use of
these as tourism resources through exchange and
experience in these local industries.
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The city is continuing with efforts to develop
universal design utensils that can be used by anyone.
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A sightseeing bus that takes in all of Kasama’s tourist
attractions departs from Tomobe Station. This is intended
to act as a one-stop service to meet the needs of all tourists.
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Kasama is home to Japan’s largest granite production
site. The city’s Stone Museum provides a wealth of
information regarding the region’s mining history.
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The Ibaraki Chuo Industrial Park (Kasama Region) is
aiming to develop a widespread compound industrial
estate within Kasama City.
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Visitors can enjoy a stunning view of Kasama from the city-managed accommodation facilities—Sky Lodge—near the summit
of Mount Atago. Here, you can enjoy outdoor pursuits such as barbeque while taking in a view that stretches as far as the
Pacific ocean.
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Working to support one other - a town that promotes healthy living
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Improving the relationship between healthcare
facilities and medical associations in order to provide
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Volunteer meals-on-wheels service provides
homemade meals to elderly residents who are living
appropriate regional healthcare. on their own.
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Expansion and development of support framework
for supporting child care, such as providing

information regarding children’s education and
formation of support networks.

S LT 5 2 WAl 2 % 2B

#HLETEZ (3 U 6. NEBRIREZEETEL Sk
RIEBALFTE, EERUFTEICED < %z
BbF B & EDIT, HIBDALDERZEEL
T, /X714 E—yavDEBIPHICEZ
HoOBEHZT B HIROBUZZ X B AMP
MEZzBRL TWETD,

5T, AT TIF A FIENEEEZTD
BABEREMEDT. BENSTFBECIDE
DR EZIEBE T, FEBICHDLZ BN
BAARFIOFTEZRKD ., FEHLEDOTEP
BODBEREE BSTDMIH O D EBIEEE
ZATWEZET,

KASAMA'S
VISION
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Working together with local agricultural producers to provide local children with hands on experience at local farms and other locations as part of efforts at food education.

Respectful care for one another - Realization of a welfare society that allows
everyone to live comfortably

ZHARRBED HIHTES TROPS
NHVOEVEBATVS

. PR S . . . o PRI . Py . Three-generation interaction programs are
With the city’s ever-increasing aging population achieve a social security program that responds to helpiri, to develop local communities that
combined with a dwindling birth rate, local the current state of society. allow families to interrelate and grow.
residents are becoming increasingly concerned The city plans on focusing on a regional welfare

with matters concerning healthcare, health issues, plan that allows all residents of Kasama to live in a

d welfare. Kasama City is planning on the safe and healthy environment, as well as improving

ementation of a regional healthcare system its plan for nursing care insurance, its old-age

KASAMA'S integrates preventative and therapeutic health and welfare plan, and a welfare disability.
es, as well as making improvements to plan. This is in addition to developing a sense of

s such as home nursing, rehabilitation, mutual support and ideal of normalization among
srated programs with healthcare facilities. residents through interaction between residents
is also looking to implement a system that of Kasama and developing human resources and
ses residents of Kasama to perform their organizations that can make up the core of a
ventative healthcare, as well as striving to regional welfare system.

VISION

IR & (CRBRD K DFBEPRR—Y - LY UIT—Y 3 VESHEN>TWDS

Expansion of sports and recreational activities in each local area, in addition to providing health and fitness seminars.
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Urban development that provides a safe and gentle environment
in harmony with nature
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The city is actively engaged in efforts to
increase public awareness of traffic safety.

TRE MEFFBEEZ DR 2L THMFETHEIL TEA h—TRHDE), BEL
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Joint development between the city and residents of the “Kasama Environment Society” and
the “Biotope Tenjin no Sato.” These are intended to preserve the city’s wildlife and natural
resources for all residents to enjoy.
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The city’s Kitayama Park has a number of different types of cherry tree, including the someiyoshino and the yaezakura double-flowered cherry trees. As these come into bloom in the spring this
provides a spectacular sight for residents to enjoy their traditional hanami cherry blossom parties.

Creating a safe environment with a slow pace of life, based on co-
existence with a rich natural environment.

All residents expect development of urban
infrastructure that offers safety, ease of living, and
preservation of its natural surroundings. Kasama
City aims to develop an environment that provides
residents with a safe and comfortable lifestyle, with
cess to an urban infrastructure of residential
s, parks, water treatment, and sewage. The
so looks to regulate public waterways and

environment and promoting urban development
to create a town that is overflowing with attractive
features. In addition to these environmental
and visual aims, the city of Kasama also looks to
prevent the outbreak of crime at an early stage and
prepare the city in the event of a natural disaster.
In addition to ensuring provisions for fire and
accident prevention, the city is also implementing

T T RENTRTE O & H6 [T 77 ke k- O =& e HDRY
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EEZRDELRD - REDERZR > TW
9,
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KASAMA'S

ent planning for the safe use of rivers various safety measures in crime prevention, traffic

VISION inage that manages to retain an aesthetic  safety, and consumer administration as part of R ST R OIS & 13> TW BRSNS SHPTRIE - ST & BE DT ORI - i) MERHEE D DHE, DAV —AFRDERST
ity for residents to enjoy the region’s the its efforts to realize and strengthen existing TTaA7OYT 1« 7hE £,y HRTIERBEDIFEOBRENEREIND 17> TWBTEEINDEDORTREE
urroundings While maintaining the area’ facilities and ensure the Safety and preservation of Creation of “EcoFrontier Kasama,” a public waste New Year ceremony and first training session of the A release program for carp into the Inada River.

. N processing site for formation of a recycling-orientated year for the city’s fire fighters and fire stations.
I resources and unique characteristics, residents’ lifestyles. society.

is also engaged in creating a fertile natural

04
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Urban planning that creates, inspires, and spreads culture
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Kasama is continuing with its efforts to provide an overall environment that is conducive to children learning in a safe and stable setting.

Maintaining the environment that produced the city’s rich cultural
and historical heritage, the city intends to foster a next generation of
guardians that continues to develop Kasama’s unique culture.

Realizing a social environment that considers the
lives of the city’s children allows Kasama to fulfil its
plans for significant changes set against increasing
internationalization and a declining population
fected by low childbirth and aging inhabitants.
inging up children living in a rapidly changing
environment, Kasama recognizes the need
re improved academic ability for all and
age the development of open-minded
who lead healthy lives. The city also
the importance of academic continuity
ren up to the elementary school level—an
ly important development phase—and is

KASAMA'S
VISION

continuing with efforts to ensure adequate facilities
are in place as well as implementing academic
content. This is in addition to helping improve
academic ability in homes and local areas and
working together with local communities to foster
a new generation of regional leaders who can drive
the area forward in the future.

In looking to meet its residents’ increasingly
diverse lifestyles, the city also provides a range of
public facilities, from libraries and multiuse halls to
sports facilities, for use by residents. These are all
part of Kasama City’s active approach to promoting
life long learning.
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The city’s children hoped to decorate their school grounds with flowers. With the help of these schoolchildren, the city made efforts to plant a

number of flowerbeds in the city’s schools and received a Prime Minister’s Award for its efforts.

FESI AL ZB ATE i A2 KU L,
YR BNV NORQIE S (XN - vl S Gl e )R

EBRBEZEDELHRREIF, LF
SREPEBREDER TRERTL
ZEETWEY, BET 2427 EEMICE
ZEEZFELEABUREOICIE T 545F
HoBELEE &S ICENRDEE T, EEREK
DL ONRARTY, ZEAHTIE SEHD
ENREELNERETORVUDEREE K
PIC U, ERBEABDOFRE PR DEFZ
EHTWET, oo REPHIBETOEED
T, IR EHITKRREESEVEDER
ICED A TWET,

IS, BB TA T AL IICHIET B
e AREBEPREE. ARBHERLAEZTR

XN E LR T ERKUESOIERICT
bhTwa EOEXYTVYREINAT—h UL

As a city of rich traditional culture, Kasama has a
number of active programs aimed at international

T 183 ADIMHGHEDZL. ZDFEN ST

In order to commemorate the merger that led to the
formation of Kasama City in March 20006, the city
exchange. initiated the “Togei no Sato Marathon.”
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Kasama has attracted worldwide attention
as the location of a music academy with a
number of leading world authorities.

EMR - AREBILADMEALRRRZILHEN 5B
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The house of the famous artist, Rosanjin Kitaoji,
was moved to the city from Kamakura, where it now
serves to display his works and collected artefacts.
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Creating a vibrant city with strong ties between residents and the region
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The Dororimpics (“mud Olympics”) sports festival is held in fallow fields in the Tomobe district in August, providing an

opportunity for children to escape the summer heat by getting covered in mud.

With respect for every resident, Kasama City looks to achieve a vibrant
city through cooperation between citizens and local government.

Irrespective of age, sex, nationality, or physical
disability, Kasama aims to create a living
environment that allows independence while taking
vantage of the skills and individual personalities
residents as part of an equal and participatory
. Through providing opportunities for school
ion and life-long learning, which respect
rights and the participation of both sexes,
is aiming to achieve a fully participatory
that covers all areas from workplaces to
regional government.

KASAMA'S
VISION

06

Through the proactive participation, imagination,
effort, cooperation, and collaboration of each
resident, the city looks to develop into an
autonomous city and region. In order to achieve
this, both the city government and residents have
to understand each other and work together in
providing for a system and rules that allow all
parties to participate in creating the new city of
Kasama. This is in addition to considering regional
issues and fostering an active local community
capable of achieving these goals.
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Holding of the Furusato Tomobe Festival in which
local children perform traditional sakura taiko

FRIBRETED TERICITPONB/\Y RXA RT L7,
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Hand made fair held in front of Kasama train station.
This sees artists from all over Japan come to the fair

i

drumming. to sell their hand-made products.
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City round table conferences provide an opportunity for
residents’ opinions to be heard and for an exchange of ideas
between local citizens and the city government.
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The city encourages community-based traditional festivals to deepen residents’ feeling of community and local harmony.
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The city takes an active approach to encouraging
volunteer cleaning and flower-planting activities.
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Aiming for a sense of mutual understanding
and growth while developing wide-ranging
friendship and harmony.

b8 EERET

Engaru town,Hokkaido

FER fifEm

Akou City,Hyogo

o AR KiRh
L Yaita City,Tochigi
RYFIR SR

I Kasama City,Ibaraki
TRERAT KR

[ Ayabe City,Kyoto
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Tanabe City,Wakayama
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In July 1980, Kasama concluded a sister-city agreement with Yaita City
in Tochigi Prefecture, based on the designer of Kasama Castle, Kasama
Tokitomo, being the son of the ruler of Yaita Castle, Shionoya Tomonari
during the Kamakura period.
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Asano Naganori, who was later to play the central part in the story of the
famous “47 Samurai,” was the feudal ruler of Kasama before inheriting
the domain of Ako in western Japan. Based on this relationship, the
city concluded a sister city agreement with Ako, Hyogo Prefecture in
November 1980.
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The founder of Aikido, Morihei Ueshiba, was born in Tanabe City in
Wakayama Prefecture. After moving to the northern town of Engaru in
Hokkaido he first looked to develop aikido, before moving on to Ayabe
City in Kyoto Prefecture where he came to understand the essence of
aikido. He eventually came to Kasama where he further explored aikido
and established the Aiki Shrine. Based on these intertwining relationships,
Kasama concluded friendship city agreements with the first two locations
in May 2001, with a further agreement being reached with Ayabe in
February 23, 2008, at which point the original agreements were renewed.

RS 273U X 72035
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Kasama is engaged in the development of an open and prosperous city

that reflects its residents’ wishes.
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The Kasama City Council is a local decision making body consisting of

directly elected representatives of the residents of Kasama. The functions of

the assembly are to act as a representative body for residents of the city in
deciding matters of importance for the region, and through the head of the
assembly and a mutual supervision system, perform administrative tasks in
a democratic and efficient manner. As of January 1, 2008, the assembly was

made up of a total of 28 members, although the December 2007 meeting of

the assembly amended the byelaws to limit this number to 24 members at
the next general election by terminating of terms of certain members.
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The Story of Kasama through its Historic
Sites

Strolling through the city of Kasama provides visitors with a number
of sites of historical interest, such as valuable cultural treasures
and historical remains. The area around Kasama was traditionally a
training ground for a number of ascetic monks, with the result that
many Buddhist temples can be found in the city to this day. Although
the number of Buddhist statues dotted around Kasama give the
appearance of a solemn and austere region, they even now provide a

Q &85 NERMAURILK
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watchful eye over the peacetul lives of today’s residents of Kasama.

Wooden statue of the Bhaisajyaguru (Yakushi Buddha) in
Iwayaji Temple
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Constructed as part of Kasama Tokitomo’s vows, this
parquet standing statue is made from cypress wood.

Wooden statue of the Bhaisajyaguru (Yakushi Buddha) in
Iwayaji Temple
EIEEEE LR
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Characteristic of the later Heian period, this almost

life-size sitting statue has a gentle expression and calm
appearance.
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Sainenji Temple
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The Inada area, which contains Sainenji Temple,
acted as the geographical base for the famous
priest Shinran in spreading his message. This
resulted in Inada becoming the birthplace of the
True Pure New Land Sect (Jodo Shinshu), with
Sainenji Temple even now being affiliated as a
special head temple of the sect.
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Kasama Museum of History and Folklore
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This former town hall of Shishido is now used as
the city’s folklore museum. The first floor contains
archaeological findings from the region, while the
second floor hosts a display of nostalgic household
items from the early Meiji period.
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Ryogonji Temple Gateway
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KASAMA'S
HISTORY
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Constructed in the middle of the Muromachi period
(¢.1336 to 1573), this four-sided Zen temple style has
high column supports that give off a characteristic
vaulted effect.

¢ O

O $EEHEAM

4= =z

BESF RETFHIIULE
Standing Multi-armed Deity in Ryogonji
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Crafted in the middle of the Kamakura period,
this parquet standing statue made from
cypress wood was offered as part of the feudal
lord of Kasama’s, Kasama Tokitomo, vows.

Izumo Taisha Shrine Hitachi Branch
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Izumo Taisha Shrine Hitachi Branch is a branch of
the Izumo Taisha Shrine in Shimane Prefecture. It
is renowned among worshippers who come to pray
for success in agriculture, fishing, medicine, and
marriage.
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The Hanawa House
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Kasama Castle Ruins
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Built on the summit of Mount Sashiro in the
beginning of the Kamakura period, Kasama Castle
was the home of the feudal rulers of the Kasama
district. Although destroyed in the Meiji Restoration
(c.1868), the remains of the castle walls still stand
today for visitors to experience.
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Standing Maitreya (Miroku) wooden statue
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Mid-13th century Buddhist statue typical of
Kamakura period sculpture. Wooden statue made
from cypress wood.
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Built in the middle of the 18th century, this
traditional house is an example of buntogata (split-
level) architecture in which the unfloored service
area and raised living area are separated.
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Shishido Castle Ruins and Earthworks
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Remains of the castle that was home to the local

feudal ruler. Only part of the earthworks now
remains.
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Main Shrine of Kasama Inari Shrine
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Visited by up to 3.5 million annual worshippers, this
is one of Japan’s big three Inari shrines. The main
shrine boasts a number of impressive carvings on
the wooden building.

Himeharuzemi
FEEXA/NLE I OFEMIF TR AEDEEK
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The forests of chinquapin (chestnut) surrounding
the Ryogonji Temple and Yawata Shrine are
designated as natural monuments as the birthplace
of the Himeharuzemi, or Euterpnosia chibensis
cicada.
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Rokusho Shrine Annual Festival
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Every November the city’s Rokusho Shrine holds its
festival, a traditional event held to give thanks for
the harvest. This sees the streets filled with Horojishi
lion dancers and floats, creating a vibrant festival in
the middle of autumn.

0 E% D Summer Festivals
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During the period from July to August, Kasama becomes a city swathed
in the colorful bunting of festivals. Each of the Kasama, Tomobe, and
Iwama districts host their own unique summer festival, which bring
together tradition and current customs to provide a range of festivities
that bring out the local color of each area.
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Events showcasing preservation of
local traditions

KASAMA'S
HISTORY
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Akutai Matsuri
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This unusual festival is held every year within the
confines of the city’s Izuna Shrine. Here, 13 boys
dress up as tengu goblin are subject to insults
and curses from the surrounding onlookers. This
provides a unique opportunity for participants to
use bad and insulting language and is regarded as
one of Japan’s three most eccentric festivals.
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Iwama Karasu Yobari
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On February 11, this agricultural ritual is held in the
early morning in the region’s rice fields as farmers’
land is blessed to pray for a good harvest. Rice cakes
in the shape of dice are dispersed for birds to come
and take as part of prayers for a bountiful crop.
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Yabusame Shrine Ritual

REDOENXZ &S ERREOME - R FL
NS> e ROBHEDL S BIEYDEN%E & 515
Bk T hINERROERE - &iffte HEDOOER
BHD 11 A3BICEFHELE LTITON TV,
One of the rituals performed at the Kasama
Inari Shrine, yabusame, involves mounted
archers shooting arrows to targets as part of a
traditional harvest festival. This ceremony is
held every November 3 at the height of the city’s
Chrysanthemum Festival.
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A Buddhist monk active at the start of the Kamakura
period, Shinran is known as the founder of the True
Pure New Land sect of Buddhism. Due to Shinran
establishing the base of his sect in Kasama’s Inada
district, this area became known as the birthplace of
the True Pure New Land sect (Jodo shinshu). One of
the sect’s separate head temples, Sainenji Temple, is
located here.
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Rin Yamashita was baptized into the Russian
Orthodox Church as student. She would go on to
study iconography at a St. Petersburg monastery, and
following her return to Japan would paint a number
of icons at churches across Japan that were built
throughout the Meiji and Taisho periods (1868 to
1926). Her last years were spent in her hometown of
Kasama.

Fiti7Z 1%°F- (Morihei Ueshiba] 1883 f—1969 4
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Known as the founder of aikido, Morihei Ueshiba
moved to Kasama (then Iwama) in 1942. While
undergoing physical training, he honed his skills
both mentally and spiritually as he sought to acquire
genuine harmony through obtaining the spirit of aiki.
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Kyu Sakamoto is recognized as the most famous
singer of the Showa era, with songs such as the
million-plus best seller “Ue o muite arukou” (released
in the U.S. as Sukiyaki). Sakamoto was evacuated
to a relative’s house in Kasama during the war and
his boyhood spent in the region brought him back to
Kasama for his wedding at Kasama Inari Shrine where
he was honored with a parade.
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People who made Kasama and People Connected to the City
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The fifth son of a feudal lord of the Kasama region,
Tomogoro Ono was 24 when ordered to work at the
Shogunate’s Edo (present-day Tokyo) Compound.
Here he was engaged in various measurements
involved in the creation of a calendar. In 1860, Ono
sailed to the United States on the warship Kanrin
Maru. Following his return to Japan rose to become a
chief financial official of the government.
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Buzan Kimura was a noted artist who studied the
mysteries of the Kano school of painting and whose
Abogoka was awarded a prize at the first Education
Ministry’s Art Exhibition. He also participated in the
painting of murals in the main hall on Mount Koya
and at Kasama.
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Kimio Takano was a famous Showa-era singer and
poet who produced a number of works with the
songwriter Toru Funamura. Their 1955 hit song,
“Wakare no ippon sugi,” was popular across Japan.
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PR, EDEZEEIALE R EF (D HIF7T))
REFECTABEE, MEFEVWSREEERBS .
i 2 ZE-IC, EESNBRROE=DIED 7
ZRRUE Ule, BRPICERANGRR. #LRAR
FOE23MEHTHHD R U .

Kousei Matsui was recognized as a national living
treasure for his work on marbled ware as an
important intangible cultural heritage. By integrating
ceramic art such as marbled ware into a recognized
technique, Matsui used this as the basis for to develop
a traditional technique for creating works with unique
individuality.
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Kitayama Park Sakura Festival
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During the cherr m season, the park’s 1300
Someiyoshino and weeping cherry trees attract
numerous visitors. The festival also sees the park lit
up at night.
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The main touus of thm testl\ al is an area ot che y

bloom as they line tlle route to tlle summit.
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ma turns into a city of ceramic and pottery
in Golden Week in late April and early May.
Over 200 ¢ nic artists and potters bring their wi
to the city’s Geijutsunomori Park.
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Kasama Annual Events

Blessed with a wonderful natural environment and a rich history,
the city of Kasama continues to hold a number of seasonal festivals
and traditional events every year. Preserving these traditional
events is a source of pride for the city’s residents, fostering new
generations with pride in their hometown and lifestyles and who
continue to make Kasama the living city with a rich history it is
today.
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Kasama Festival
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Kasama’ summer event, the Kasama Festival, is held every year in the
middle ¢ C ay is marked by ting of light: anterns,
followed by a i ’ ha ade nebuta lanterns and miniature
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ays up to 400 small diameter ceramic tubes
e been made by local ceramic artists and potte
atmosphere given off by these tubes, with this
particular popular annual event.
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This festival sees the Iwama dist
and culture on display, with a

shrines and floats in front of Iwama
addition to displays of the region’s Chirikara dance.
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st summer events is thl‘ S %
held in the Tomobe district of the city. Refreshment
booths and stalls selling produce line the streets,
$ popular among families.
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Chrysanthemum Festival
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Centred on Kasama Inari Shrine, the surrounding
streets come ali rith over 10,000 chrysanthemums
in bloom. The also sees events such as the
yabusame shrine ritual.
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In addition to the popular Kasama-yaki
ceramic ware market, a further event is
held at the Geijutsunomori Park event
square.
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Takumi Festival / Stone Festival
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Okuninushi no Okan
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Ne\\ \edl Shrine Visits : Kasama Inari Shrine
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This ranks the shrine as the most popular
destination within Ibaraki Prefecture for
with the shrine
first day of the
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A location where visitors can take in
the scope of the city’s past through
historical ruins, or bring their hands
together in prayer at shrines and
temples; a place for tourists to find a
special souvenir to take home, from
local produce to arts and crafts; one of
the most popular tourist locations in
Ibaraki Prefecture. Lets find out more
about Kasama through numbers.
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The number of ceramic and pottery enthusiasts
who visit the city during Golden Week to take part
in the Himatsuri Festival showcasing the region’s
Kasama-yaki ceramics.
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The Kasama Rhododendron Festival, held every year
from mid-April to mid-May, sees the blossoming of
around 25 different varieties of rhododendron.
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In the midst of the Second World War, the Tsukuba
Navy Air Group (operating from the then Tomobe
Town) formed a Special Attack Corps (popularly

known as kamikaze), with several young pilots
sacrificing their lives.
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The giant rope on the roof of building enshrining the
Daikokusama deity in the Izumo Taisha Shrine is 16
meters long.
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As part of rituals to pray for traffic safety, trucks and
cars pass under a six-meter high thatch ring.

EE*E%&

JR REBBRI—LD
REZESTF I AO0F &
IREhDEY MY

1&RE TEZRWTH T S, 2F#R(IE M8
HN®H2E1. 3-4-5FREELBE5FZ
fcfeZ 51, EDHH AR DEITHIZRADH
BELWY XA,

With hits such as Ue wo muite aruko, Ashita
ga arusa, and Shiwase nara te wo tatako, Kyu

Sakamoto’s are known throughout Japan for their
pleasing rhythm and easy to remember lines.
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Kasama Inari Shrine was first built over 1350 years
ago, with worshippers coming from all over the
Kanto region and across Japan.
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Tengu goblins were said to use this area to practice
the Shugendo religion. Using a feather fan they
would ride clouds and protect the happiness of
people by driving off evil spirits.

theReal]apanKASAMA |49



HFEOOLDAZEH

FA19FICTI00EIB Z WA fc EF DI F
203 BRATRHDHDREE ShBEH
HBRD, LEMWEMHALIEAEDERIC

®@1,,2.000n

ZRTHRESIND
REAOFRFEE

SIRRANSZERETRE - IS TW3S
EEFEEE LB TEEA) EEh. B
FERAMHSERE TRLELLABIATY
%, FMEDS S TIIAARKEDET,

Black granite known as inadaishi has been mined
and processed in the Kasama region since the Edo
period. The largest such granite mine in Japan is
located in Kasama.

h B B

i

@ 50m

FR7NI—RD
HOyu—%
BEHIRNHBBATH, FHEOLACED
FTOIKRTEEAZ 2 —EEZDSBVED
HUSZHbA2RED R, ERAHT
FBFEFTD ERBENHICBRERUDDER
ZHEHER,

The city is currently promoting efforts to encourage
rakushoku or enjoyable eating that encourages
healthy eating, even in ready meals, while retaining
good taste and an appetizing appearance.

ERMI12HNTOD

59 RORY

@ 209

FERTTEIESNhD
RORAEN I EREIS
FHCT L U BN T & LT —FPEDAIIR
TEEROR, SE - DAEREE IR
DR T BADRISERE L OB TR, BA
—EHEUTEEDD, ECHEL TS,

Ibaraki Prefecture is Japan’s leading producer of
chestnuts, with the largest area under propagation
in Kasama. This is reflected in events such as the
city’s Chestnut Festival.
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The center of the Kasama Kleingarten, where
residents can enjoy a rural lifestyle, are the laube -
simple accommodation for family and friends.
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The Kasama Chrysanthemum Festival celebrated
its 100th anniversary in 2007. This marks this
traditional event as Japan’s longest running
chrysanthemum festival.
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The popular Ibaraki Ceramic Art Museum, located
in Kasama, allows visitors to enjoy ceramic art, with
a number of famous works by some of Japan’s Living
National Treasures.
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Kasama is home to the Aiki Shrine - dedicated
to furthering spiritual awareness of aikido and
was built following the move to Kasama by the
movement’s founder, Morihei Ueshiba. The city has
since become known all around the world as the
home of aikido.
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Magical clay found in the woods of Kasama’s
Geijutsunomori Park. Visitors can find a number of
weird and wonderful objects made from ceramic.

Kasama is home to craftsmen that make use of the
latest techniques and advanced methods. A total of
13 traditional craftsmen have been recognized by
the city for their skill in employing both ability and
sensitivity.

(As of April 2008)
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Kasama City Guide
The Data File
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