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Aiming for a sense of mutual understanding
and growth while developing wide-ranging
friendship and harmony.
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Tanabe City,Wakayama
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In July 1980, Kasama concluded a sister-city agreement with Yaita City
in Tochigi Prefecture, based on the designer of Kasama Castle, Kasama
Tokitomo, being the son of the ruler of Yaita Castle, Shionoya Tomonari
during the Kamakura period.
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Asano Naganori, who was later to play the central part in the story of the
famous “47 Samurai,” was the feudal ruler of Kasama before inheriting
the domain of Ako in western Japan. Based on this relationship, the
city concluded a sister city agreement with Ako, Hyogo Prefecture in
November 1980.
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The founder of Aikido, Morihei Ueshiba, was born in Tanabe City in
Wakayama Prefecture. After moving to the northern town of Engaru in
Hokkaido he first looked to develop aikido, before moving on to Ayabe
City in Kyoto Prefecture where he came to understand the essence of
aikido. He eventually came to Kasama where he further explored aikido
and established the Aiki Shrine. Based on these intertwining relationships,
Kasama concluded friendship city agreements with the first two locations
in May 2001, with a further agreement being reached with Ayabe in
February 23, 2008, at which point the original agreements were renewed.
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Kasama is engaged in the development of an open and prosperous city

that reflects its residents’ wishes.
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The Kasama City Council is a local decision making body consisting of

directly elected representatives of the residents of Kasama. The functions of

the assembly are to act as a representative body for residents of the city in
deciding matters of importance for the region, and through the head of the
assembly and a mutual supervision system, perform administrative tasks in
a democratic and efficient manner. As of January 1, 2008, the assembly was

made up of a total of 28 members, although the December 2007 meeting of

the assembly amended the byelaws to limit this number to 24 members at
the next general election by terminating of terms of certain members.
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The Story of Kasama through its Historic
Sites

Strolling through the city of Kasama provides visitors with a number
of sites of historical interest, such as valuable cultural treasures
and historical remains. The area around Kasama was traditionally a
training ground for a number of ascetic monks, with the result that
many Buddhist temples can be found in the city to this day. Although
the number of Buddhist statues dotted around Kasama give the
appearance of a solemn and austere region, they even now provide a
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watchful eye over the peacetul lives of today’s residents of Kasama.

Wooden statue of the Bhaisajyaguru (Yakushi Buddha) in
Iwayaji Temple
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Constructed as part of Kasama Tokitomo’s vows, this
parquet standing statue is made from cypress wood.

Wooden statue of the Bhaisajyaguru (Yakushi Buddha) in
Iwayaji Temple
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Characteristic of the later Heian period, this almost

life-size sitting statue has a gentle expression and calm
appearance.
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Sainenji Temple
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The Inada area, which contains Sainenji Temple,
acted as the geographical base for the famous
priest Shinran in spreading his message. This
resulted in Inada becoming the birthplace of the
True Pure New Land Sect (Jodo Shinshu), with
Sainenji Temple even now being affiliated as a
special head temple of the sect.
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Kasama Museum of History and Folklore
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This former town hall of Shishido is now used as
the city’s folklore museum. The first floor contains
archaeological findings from the region, while the
second floor hosts a display of nostalgic household
items from the early Meiji period.

O 1% i\l pIEREEExwH

Ryogonji Temple Gateway
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Constructed in the middle of the Muromachi period
(¢.1336 to 1573), this four-sided Zen temple style has
high column supports that give off a characteristic
vaulted effect.
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Standing Multi-armed Deity in Ryogonji
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Crafted in the middle of the Kamakura period,
this parquet standing statue made from
cypress wood was offered as part of the feudal
lord of Kasama’s, Kasama Tokitomo, vows.

Izumo Taisha Shrine Hitachi Branch
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Izumo Taisha Shrine Hitachi Branch is a branch of
the Izumo Taisha Shrine in Shimane Prefecture. It
is renowned among worshippers who come to pray
for success in agriculture, fishing, medicine, and
marriage.
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The Hanawa House
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Kasama Castle Ruins
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Built on the summit of Mount Sashiro in the
beginning of the Kamakura period, Kasama Castle
was the home of the feudal rulers of the Kasama
district. Although destroyed in the Meiji Restoration
(c.1868), the remains of the castle walls still stand
today for visitors to experience.
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Standing Maitreya (Miroku) wooden statue
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Mid-13th century Buddhist statue typical of
Kamakura period sculpture. Wooden statue made
from cypress wood.
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Built in the middle of the 18th century, this
traditional house is an example of buntogata (split-
level) architecture in which the unfloored service
area and raised living area are separated.
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Shishido Castle Ruins and Earthworks
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Remains of the castle that was home to the local

feudal ruler. Only part of the earthworks now
remains.
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Main Shrine of Kasama Inari Shrine
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Visited by up to 3.5 million annual worshippers, this
is one of Japan’s big three Inari shrines. The main
shrine boasts a number of impressive carvings on
the wooden building.

Himeharuzemi
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The forests of chinquapin (chestnut) surrounding
the Ryogonji Temple and Yawata Shrine are
designated as natural monuments as the birthplace
of the Himeharuzemi, or Euterpnosia chibensis
cicada.
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Rokusho Shrine Annual Festival

HF11ADE1£ - £ - HO3HMEICIThNZIR
FIHBIRR IS ZOEDAREEZMRN S BHD
£EHTY, RFSNRMT - ILEZRDH U ORE
BMDELICIRDVWESSULET,

Every November the city’s Rokusho Shrine holds its
festival, a traditional event held to give thanks for
the harvest. This sees the streets filled with Horojishi
lion dancers and floats, creating a vibrant festival in
the middle of autumn.
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During the period from July to August, Kasama becomes a city swathed
in the colorful bunting of festivals. Each of the Kasama, Tomobe, and
Iwama districts host their own unique summer festival, which bring
together tradition and current customs to provide a range of festivities
that bring out the local color of each area.
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Events showcasing preservation of
local traditions
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Akutai Matsuri
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This unusual festival is held every year within the
confines of the city’s Izuna Shrine. Here, 13 boys
dress up as tengu goblin are subject to insults
and curses from the surrounding onlookers. This
provides a unique opportunity for participants to
use bad and insulting language and is regarded as
one of Japan’s three most eccentric festivals.
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Iwama Karasu Yobari
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On February 11, this agricultural ritual is held in the
early morning in the region’s rice fields as farmers’
land is blessed to pray for a good harvest. Rice cakes
in the shape of dice are dispersed for birds to come
and take as part of prayers for a bountiful crop.

2=
O H=ERES
Yabusame Shrine Ritual
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One of the rituals performed at the Kasama
Inari Shrine, yabusame, involves mounted
archers shooting arrows to targets as part of a
traditional harvest festival. This ceremony is
held every November 3 at the height of the city’s
Chrysanthemum Festival.
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A Buddhist monk active at the start of the Kamakura
period, Shinran is known as the founder of the True
Pure New Land sect of Buddhism. Due to Shinran
establishing the base of his sect in Kasama’s Inada
district, this area became known as the birthplace of
the True Pure New Land sect (Jodo shinshu). One of
the sect’s separate head temples, Sainenji Temple, is
located here.

INF » A [Rin Yamashita] 1857 % —1939 4¢

FAERRICOY 7 ERERM=151 DFLER
FTANE. RTINTILT DiEERE T 1 > E (EEE)
=ZON RERIEC IVERE L THA KERD
T TETONILERZICZ DO AVEE/E, KIE
7E ERICRBUREZBES LR U,

Rin Yamashita was baptized into the Russian
Orthodox Church as student. She would go on to
study iconography at a St. Petersburg monastery, and
following her return to Japan would paint a number
of icons at churches across Japan that were built
throughout the Meiji and Taisho periods (1868 to
1926). Her last years were spent in her hometown of
Kasama.
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Known as the founder of aikido, Morihei Ueshiba
moved to Kasama (then Iwama) in 1942. While
undergoing physical training, he honed his skills
both mentally and spiritually as he sought to acquire
genuine harmony through obtaining the spirit of aiki.
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Kyu Sakamoto is recognized as the most famous
singer of the Showa era, with songs such as the
million-plus best seller “Ue o muite arukou” (released
in the U.S. as Sukiyaki). Sakamoto was evacuated
to a relative’s house in Kasama during the war and
his boyhood spent in the region brought him back to
Kasama for his wedding at Kasama Inari Shrine where
he was honored with a parade.
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People who made Kasama and People Connected to the City
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The fifth son of a feudal lord of the Kasama region,
Tomogoro Ono was 24 when ordered to work at the
Shogunate’s Edo (present-day Tokyo) Compound.
Here he was engaged in various measurements
involved in the creation of a calendar. In 1860, Ono
sailed to the United States on the warship Kanrin
Maru. Following his return to Japan rose to become a
chief financial official of the government.
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Buzan Kimura was a noted artist who studied the
mysteries of the Kano school of painting and whose
Abogoka was awarded a prize at the first Education
Ministry’s Art Exhibition. He also participated in the
painting of murals in the main hall on Mount Koya
and at Kasama.
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Kimio Takano was a famous Showa-era singer and
poet who produced a number of works with the
songwriter Toru Funamura. Their 1955 hit song,
“Wakare no ippon sugi,” was popular across Japan.
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Kousei Matsui was recognized as a national living
treasure for his work on marbled ware as an
important intangible cultural heritage. By integrating
ceramic art such as marbled ware into a recognized
technique, Matsui used this as the basis for to develop
a traditional technique for creating works with unique
individuality.
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